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*79 Senator Nettle: To move—That the Senate— (a) acknowledges and
sympathises with the Palestinian families whose homes were destroyed or
seized, and family members killed or injured, 60 years ago at the inception of
the State of Israel which the Palestinians call ‘Al Nakba’, the catastrophe;

(b) remembers with shame the failure of the international community to
prevent the bloody events that followed the unilateral declaration of

independent statehood by the Israeli leaders and the many millions of victims
who continue to suffer to this day;

(c) acknowledges the unique relationship which exists between Australia and
Palestine, a bond highlighted by our commitment to the rights and liberties of
our citizens and encouragement of cultural diversity;

(d) commends the Palestinian authority’s commitment to democracy, the rule
of law and pluralism;

(e) reiterates Australia’s commitment to: (1) Palestine’s right to exist and
our on-going support to the peaceful establishment of a two-state
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian issue, and (11) the pursuit of

peace and stability throughout the Middle East; and

(f) on this, the 60th anniversary of Al Nakba, pledges our friendship,
commitment and enduring support to the people of Palestine as we remember
this dark chapter in history together.



